Summer camp is back! Five weeks of summer camp begins on June 28th and
will run three days a week on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:30
a.m. until 1 p.m. Each week will have a different unique & exciting
theme. Eligible children are from 2 years 9 months (potty trained) up to 6
years.

Registration for current families will begin Wednesday, April 13th at the Man-
datory meeting. You will be able to sign up for any 2 weeks of your choice. We
are limiting the initial sign ups to two weeks so that everyone has the opportu-

nity to participate. If there are still open spots after May 18th, at the general
meeting you may sign up for as many more weeks as you would like.

Cost per week is $90.
Parents who decide to co-op are eligible for a discount of $30 per day.

More details available at the April Mandatory Meeting on Wednesday the 13th!
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Sat. April 16th 7 a.m.-noon

You can sell your own items and give
50% back to Hilltop OR we will sell
them and we keep 100%. Location is
the Green Valley Clubhouse.

See the sign up sheet on the Bulletin
Board or contact Chris Hay for more
details.
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Taking mud baths

The upcoming meeting Wednesday, April 13th is our last MANDATORY meeting. This is NOT just for working
parents but for $$ of Hilltop children.

Our most important piece of business is the Board Election! Would you be interested in serving on our Board?
Please consider this opportunity to fill one of our vacant positions! This is an excellent chance to get a close up glimpse
into your child’s schooling. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to be part of our unique Hilltop community. You will be
part of the discussions and planning throughout the school year. Plus.....it looks great on a resume and you get to know
some of the parents even better. We'd love to have you join! Feel free to see any of the board
members, teachers or Lynette for any questions you might have!

See the bulletin board at school for a list of all board positions and their descriptions to see if one is right
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Our annual Spring Festival will be here before you know it. Mark your calendars for Saturday May 14th and make
sure your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, your friends, playgroups, mom'’s groups, etc know about this REALLY
fun kid’s (and adults) event. Bring your cash and get ready for the following!!!

/0 & # 1 % 2

Various Games

Artistic Face Painting

Unique Arts and Crafts

Fun Raffles

The always eventful cake walk

Shopping for items such as gourmet jams, homemade one of a kind items, barbeque tools (think Father’s Day).
LOTS of good and wholesome things to eat and drink.

The VERY exciting Trike-a-thon event
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For the Trike-a-thon, you will receive two forms. First a permission slip and second a pledge form. Every child needs
a permission slip in order to participate. When you and your child are asking for sponsors, please  remember that
the Trike-a-thon is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year. Family, friends and neighbors can sponsor your child.
You will collect all donations before the Trike-a-thon and the pledges will be due into Beth Craig by the day of the
event.

The children will have time slots in which to complete their laps with just a few children cycling at one time. The
Trike-a-thon sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board soon so you can schedule your child’s laps. You’ll want
your family to come and cheer your child on as they meet their lap goals!

You can also sign up to volunteer and take care of those outstanding WAYS AND MEANS hours!

Please remember this is the 2nd of only TWO MANDADORY fundraising events. 100% participation is required.
Thanks for your support of this FUNdraiser! Please let me know if you have any questions!

Beth Craig

Look for an upcoming fundraiser involving vermicomposting! (composting with WORMS!)
Simply toss items such as fruit/vegetable scraps, eggshells, coffee grounds/filters, teabags,
shredded homework papers and newspaper in the top bin.

Worms will come up to eat and migrate down to poop (vermicompost).
It’s easy, simple and Red Wigglers will become the best pets your kids will ever have!

VermiPRO Model 16 Complete Starter Kit
3 tray upward migrating worm bin system
Worm tea spigot
1 pound of Red Wigglers (approx. 1,000 worms)
Worm bedding

SCHOOL PRICE: $125 (retail: $155)
For each bin purchased, $25 will be donated back
to support our school.
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Keeping Superheroes & Princesses in Check

Television and movie themes feature many superheroes and princesses that are irresistible to children. In these

stories there is a stark distinction between good and evil characters, and it seems that % 1
*

Parents have to decide how to respond to this kind of programming. As you sort through your feelings, you should
realize that children probably will invent good and evil characters, even WITHOUT the influence of Transformers or
Disney movies like Tangled (think about the scenes where Rapunzel repeatedly strikes others with a frying pan).
Remember, long before television children played cops and robbers, Robin Hood and the sheriff, and the like.

The # 1 % # "# % # & & .
Viewing one half-hour program a week may have little effect on a child, but three hours is another matter. If you
watch programs with your child and talk about the characters and their actions, you can help keep superhero tactics
in perspective. Please note that the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends NO television for children under
2 years old and NO MORE than 1 or 2 hours for older children.

You also may find it helpful to READ about peaceful real life heroes like Martin Luther King, Helen Keller and Johnny
Appleseed. Talk about their courage and determination and how they overcame obstacles without resorting to
violence.

When children play princesses/superheroes, keep an eye out on their play to make sure aggression does not get out
of hand. Whatever your family decides about this play, you should communicate with your child how you feel about
violence and how to stand up for beliefs.

With careful guidance and lots of discussion, children can understand the difference between superhero/princess
fantasy battles against the bad guys and how we ordinary human beings deal with the evils we encounter in the
real world.

With Love,
Lynette

% Musical Notes %
Hello Everybody! = =

Wow — where has the year gone? We’re already seven weeks into our Spring semester! | hope you are all
enjoying the # collection; it’s the first time we’ve done it at Hilltop.

It has been so exciting to see the musical development of your children! I've been blown away by the rhyth-
mic and tonal competence I've witnessed. Yes, blown away — because even though | know all the research that sup-
ports the claim that all children can learn to sing in key and move in time, it still amazes me to see and hear young
children mastering rhythms and tones that some adults struggle with. For instance, many adults in my classes have
trouble with the tap-clap-clap movement we use to mark the triple rhythm. But several of the children in the Blooms
and Blossoms have it down pat! Try singing the “Goodbye Song” and watch what your child does with his/hands as s/
he sings along. And with regard to tone, have you noticed your children repeating the tonal patterns from the CD?
Can you hear how well they match the tones? And what about how they are making up their own words to the tunes
of songs they’ve heard? You’ve got to first a tune before you can add your own lyrics!

Your children brought the music home in their songbooks and CDs. | hope you are all finding ways to con-
tinue the music exploration experience at home with them. If you need some inspiration for ideas — ask your children
to lead a song, or to share an activity with you from the weekly class; you can also look at the suggested activities for
each song in your songbook; and finally, you can check out the vignettes on the Music Together Parent Education
DVD. Music exploration is fun and educational. Enjoy!

Keepin’ if Musical!
Ms. Kindel J




